We feel great pleasure in introducing to the notice of our readers another practical work, proceeding from the French medical press. It is one Although it is generally admitted that leeches should be applied upon inflamed parts, yet, in erysipelas complicated with phlyctense, and in phlegmon, presenting a deep red colour at its centre, if this rule be followed, gangrene will often follow?to say nothing of the severe pain, arising from the exalted sensibility of the parts. Place the leeches around the margin of the inflamed zone.
The size of the volume before us, our limited space, and the importance of presenting to our readers as distinctly as possible the opinions of so great an authority as M. Lisfranc, will prevent our indulging in any observations in the course of this review?confining ourselves to the more laborious, but also more useful, task of presenting to the reader an accurate abstract of the author's views, delivered as nearly as possible in his own words.
No system is observed in the arrangement of the various subjects treated of, and we cannot do better than follow the order in which we find them set down.
I. Remakes on the Uvula.
The uvula may offer a great variety of appearances, without any corresponding change of the voice. Thus the author has seen it as a short thick tubercle, or entirely absent, while, in other cases, it has been half as long again as its normal length. It may also be bifid, with or without the same condition of the palatine arch. When it is very thin, or a mere tubercle, dissection proves it to consist only of mucous membrane, and a great number of follicles, while its bifid condition, and the absence of the levator uvulae, constantly produce a procidence, for the relief of which all medical applications are useless.
Besides the levator uvulae, covered with mucous membrane, the uvula consists of cellular tissue, thickly studded with small glands, resembling in texture those of the tonsils. Its free extremity does not consist of muscular fibres, but three mucous follicles, susceptible of very great development, may be often found there. The observation of many cases, in which the uvula has been removed, prove that it is not concerned in the formation of the voice, or in the articulation of sound. Lisfranc believes, with Richerand, that it indicates to the pharynx the arrival of the alimentary bolus, the passage of which it facilitates by the quantity of mucus it supplies. Another function may also be assigned to this organ. When we desire to clear into the pharynx the secretions of the nasal cavities, we close the mouth, and introduce into them as large a quantity of air as possible. At the same time the velum palati is borne upwards and forwards, and the uvula, following this movement, and being situated, like the larynx, upon the median line, it fprms a protecting barrier to this important part, forcing to the right or left, bodies which would otherwise have fallen into the glottis. He mentions three proofs of the truth of the above statement.
First, any one by making forcible inspirations before a mirror may observe the movement described: secondly, that the rudimentary condition of the uvula is most remarkable in animals whose heads incline to the ground, and least so in those whose organization approaches the human, as in the red ourang-outang, which possesses an almost perfect uvula : thirdly, when the uvula is in a condition of complete procidence, or when it has been entirely removed, unless inspiration be conducted slowly and carefully, the nasal mucus passes into the glottis.
Procidence of the Uvula.?The influence of the procidence of the uvula in exciting other affections is too often over-looked. It may produce, maintain, or aggravate inflammatory affections of the throat, of the lungs, and of the larynx ; so, also, its excision is sometimes the only mode of combating certain cases of chronic gastritis. When the procidence arises from acute inflammation in its early stage, or from chronic inflammatory action, local bleeding, pediluvia, astringent gargles, or the application of nitrate of silver, are the means to be adopted. But The thickness of the epidermis of the palms of the hands and soles of the feet usually prevents leeches biting in these situations.
The cicatrices often continue very visible, and therefore we must abstain as far as possible from placing the leeches upon parts habitually exposed : and, when this is unavoidable, we must employ very small ones.
In women and children, in whom the skin is very delicate, we must avoid the course of large veins, otherwise haemorrhage, difficult to arrest, may be produced.
Leeches applied to the face frequently produce oedema and erysipelas. Applied at the angle of the eyelids they will frequently produce (Edematous erysipelas, an ecchymosed condition of the eyelid, and an aggravation of the acute ophthalmia, They should be placed on the temple, along the roots of the hair, and, if necessary, behind the ears, where they will be just as useful. In meningeal affections their application to the mastoid processes is attended with great advantage.
The practice of placing leeches upon the inner surface of the eyelid is bad : in acute inflammation the site is too limited to admit of sufficient blood being abstracted hence, and, even in chronic affections, Lisfranc has often seen the practice give rise to serious aggravation of the inflammatory action.
When leeches are applied to the neck for inflammatory affections of the throat, they give rise to unseemly scars in women. They are equally useful applied upon or behind the mastoid processes, or along the roots of the hair. Moreover, in women, whose skins are very delicate, or in young children, the leech may open one of the superficial veins of the neck, and thus give rise to phlebitis?the more dangerous from the vicinity of these vessels to the heart?or, in other cases, a severe haemorrhage may call for the use of caustic. The advantage of easy compression behind the ears is obvious.
When leeches are applied to the epigastrium some of them are often placed over the cartilages of the ribs; but the mobility of these parts during respiration often causes a large loss of blood, especially in young children. Lisfranc has seen a life lost through the commission of this error.
When leeches are applied to parts possessed of much embonpoint, little blood will be procured. Thus Gangrene may also be excited by applying leeches to (Edematous or ecchymosed parts, and to colourless swellings, in which the skin is indurated or adherent.
Do not apply them to a syphilitic bubo, but at a distance of three or four inches from its base?otherwise, you will sometimes find the little wounds converted into venereal sores.
Leeches must not be placed upon a fractured limb, as the subsequent pressure of the splints may retard the cicatrization, and induce inflammation or ecchymosis.
When you are in doubt concerning the scirrhous nature of a tumor, do not apply leeches upon it?for you may find the bites converted into cancerous sores, and the progress of the affection untowardly hastened.
The difficulty there exists in establishing the diagnosis of the engorgements of the neck of the uterus, should lead us to proscribe their application to that part. III He thus describes his mode of exposing the artery. " The external extremity of the incision was situated at two lines above, and an inch on the inner side of the anterior superior spine of the ilium, and the internal extremity at an inch and one-third on the outer side of the spine of the pubis, and about an inch above its level. I thus avoid, as far as possible, the inconvenience attached to Abernethy's operation?the perpendicular section of the abdominal muscles, encreasing the subsequent liability to hernia. I also avoid the too great length of the incision recommended by Cooper, which exposes the spermatic cord, the epigastric, and circumflexa ilii arteries to risk of injury. [Jan. 1 4.
" When the skin is very moveable the surgeon requires an assistant to produce the requisite tension.
5. " When by stretching the skin, parts which serve as a guide for making the incisions would be displaced, (as the raphe of the perineum, and some of the folds of the skin at the articulations,) the integuments should merely be steadied in their situation by the three middle fingers, pressed perpendicularly upon them.
6. " The incisions should be made parallel to the axes of the muscular fibres. If, however, a lesion of the large vessels or nerves is feared, we must cut in the direction of the axes of these latter. In operations about the forehead the incision should be carried transversely, in order that the wrinkles of this part may conceal the cicatrix. The providing a free exit for the pus, and the prevention of the interference of the cicatrices with the movements of the parts, must also guide our operations. 
